Minutes of National Crimebeat Meeting

The Pitman Conference Room, Imperial Hotel,

61 -66 Russell Square, London WC1B 5BB

6th December 2006



Present:

John Richards
 (JR)




Chairman, National Crimebeat

Eric Grounds (EG)




High Sheriff - Northumberland

Lionel Stewart
  (LS)




Bedfordshire Coordinator

Bill Beer  (BB)




Derbyshire Co-ordinator

Dave Evans  (DE)




North Wales Co-ordinator

Simon Selby  (SS)




Avon & Somerset Co-ordinator

Lee Featherstone  (LF)



North Yorkshire Co-ordinator

Frank Harding
  (FH)




Cheshire Co-ordinator

Teresa Tucker
  (TT)




Norfolk PACT

David Dyble (DD)




Suffolk Co-ordinator

Andrew Clarke (AC)




Essex Acting coordinator

Ernie Cowell
(EC)




National  Crimebeat Co-ordinator

Apologies:

Sian Morris (W. Glamorgan), Mark Bolton (Warwicks.), Ian Groundwater (Lancs.), Simon Dell ( Devon & Cornwall), Claire Windeatt (Bristol), Tracy Howell (Wilts.), Bernadette Branigan-Owens (Merseyside), Christine Mills (Hertfordshire), Jacqueline Cassidy (Kent) and Sharon Binfield-Hill (Leicester & Rutland). 

1. Welcome & Introductions.

JR opened the meeting by welcoming all present and in particular High Sheriff Eric Grounds of Northumberland.

Richard Walduck of Imperial London Hotels was thanked for the generous hospitality extended in providing the venue for this meeting and his continued support for the work of Crimebeat in so many ways.

JR circulated a copy of a letter which Rt. Hon. Lord Justice Thomas had written to Mrs. Gloria Oates in which he gives a very emphatic endorsement to the work of Crimebeat and implores all High Sheriffs to be involved in the scheme on a year-on-year basis. It was suggested that EC request permission from Lord Justice Thomas to use the letter in publicity material.

2. Apologies.

Apologies were offered by those listed above.
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The minutes, which had been circulated, were proposed by LS and seconded by BB as a true record and were signed by JR.
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Matters arising from minutes.

None that would not be covered under later agenda items.

5.
High Sheriff Eric Grounds gave a synopsis of High Sheriff supported charities in Northumberland and outlined his experience at fundraising. He also kindly offered to help in raising funds for Crimebeat.

 LS mentioned the prospects of assistance for Crimebeat schemes from CVS and agreed to forward to anyone interested a listing.
6. 
“Don’t Walk Away Campaign”


FH led a presentation, which included a short video, on this recent initiative on behalf of its promoter Community Paramedic Steve Evans of Merseyside Ambulance Service. The initiative promotes and publicises the need for young people in particular to call for help rather than abandoning their friends after excessive indulgence in either drugs or alcohol. The risk of embarrassment when set against the potential of saving the life of a friend is minimal. The value of a call for help – hence the title “Don’t Walk Away” – is the central theme of the initiative. FH is willing to be an intermediary for any other coordinator who wishes to progress the scheme within their area. SS mentioned the connection this initiative would have with St John’s Ambulance and LS pointed out the relevance to the Safety Centre network – he would contact Binnie at Leicester & Rutland to progress this connection.
7.
Regional reviews
· BB distributed copies of the latest Derbyshire Crimebeat newsletter and highlighted in particular the ‘Offenders on Art’ programme and displayed some of the very graphic art that had been produced. He was awaiting the results of the county-wide competition “What Crime Means To Me” which is nearing its closing date. Bill’s Newsletter is available in full colour upon request.
· TT outlined the activities of Norfolk Pact and how their success at the National Awards had encouraged the Poster project team to seek further funding aiming to extend the programme using a DVD.
· DE summarised activities in the North Wales area as being particularly busy. There are 37 current projects; the 100th project had been reached and some 2500 young people were involved in projects during the current year. This was felt to be a very significant achievement.
· L F of North Yorkshire Crimebeat briefly described the current activities in his area. He explained the development of a new brochure which was aimed at arousing interest and increasing the awareness of the scheme. It had been designed by young people with the aid of an artist. It was important to note that the Chief Constable was very supportive of Crimebeat schemes.
· AC (representing Essex) a replacement for Martin James, who has returned to his post with the Fire & Rescue Service. AC described a regional presentation by Essex Community Foundation to move Crimebeat forward. This involved the Police, Fire & Rescue, Companies, County Council and there is a hope to achieve match funding for donations or grants that are obtained. Some 20 grants have been made during the year and there is every expectation that this will increase. 
· The High Sheriff of Northumberland, Eric Grounds explained the strategic thinking and planning that had gone into ensuring continuance of their High Sheriff’s Award Scheme. With the highly defined focus of the scheme, there was an improved community spirit. EG cited examples of particular note which involved young people, the local lifeboat team (Ivor Dickson); Fire Drill, a scheme in partnership with the Fire Service and a particularly outstanding individual was highlighted – a 14yr. old girl member of the local Air Training Corps, Sergeant Claire Bennett (ATC Radios). The gathering was made well aware that there was much activity in Northumberland.
· SS outlined the activities of Avon & Somerset Crimebeat. Some 28 projects have been sponsored totalling approx. £25,000. Particularly notable projects include a Youth Shelter initiative and an Artwork scheme. Improved guidance which was now more focussed had stimulated projects and resulted in a Youth Service diversity project; a youth issues poster; a Fireworks DVD which had won a regional award. SS suggested that we work towards a contact which would allow us a link from The Home Office Crime Reduction Website.

· LS of Bedfordshire outlined the work that had been had put into ensuring continuity through successive High Sheriffs and encouraged others to put in efforts at forward planning. They had developed a package for a coordinator which he was willing to share. Currently 30 supported projects. A golf event is being planned. Notable that The Children’s Fund has monies which should be applied for. The Youth Bank and The Youth Fund were worthy of an approach from those seeking funding.
· DD of Suffolk explained the structure of their organisation via the High Sheriff’s Crimebeat linked with the Suffolk Foundation. Currently putting great emphasis on establishing continuity. The organisation was not previously in a position to sponsor projects. Recently held a Garden Party which raised some £5000. Looking much more positive after a period of low level activity mainly through lack of time because of other initiatives.

· FH of Cheshire passed around copies of the latest Cheshire Crimebeat News-sheet. And tabled a summary report. A particularly notable event was an evening during which the High Sheriff raised over £50,000 which both added to the fund for county projects and donated a large gift to help sustain National Crimebeat. The year had been a spectacular success by any standards and plans are well in hand for the successor.
· EC passed around copies of reports and news-sheets submitted by those who were unable to attend. These included Kent update and Merseyside comments.

8.
JR introduced the item on National Crimebeat Awards 2006 by thanking those whose involvement had made the event a success. He expressed the view that it had been a good format which was worth repeating for another year and directed EC to progress the development programme for 2007. It was agreed that the date of Wednesday 26th September 2007 appeared to be a suitable date for the event. Several colleagues offered to be involved in the development of this event – S.S.; L.S; E.C. to contact Michael McCartney and Richard Walduck regarding this planning. Also a group photograph publishing permission form to be derived and circulate with invitation to submit. 
9.
Any other Business.
Children of Courage. Max Warburg Project – Boston, U.S.A.
JR introduced the concept of this initiative and EC added an outline of the ‘Children of Courage’ aspect. Discussion ranged over existing areas of similarity  and concerns about the Child Protection issues that may exist. Several aspects were thought to be worth exploring and a number of ideas were suggested:
EC write to Coordinators at Boston to include publicity material from National Crimebeat.

SS offered to contact Children’s Services to look at problems that may exist with Child Protection.

LF to consider any Best Practice evidence that might be available.

FH would advise of a contact at GMTV with regard to publicity of this and other aspects of Crimebeat.

LS offered to contact colleague Jacqueline Cassidy, who has recently been appointed to The Kent People’s Trust, to be sure that she is well informed on Crimebeat and any help she may need.
Next meeting was set for Wednesday 18th April 2007 – However, since then this date has been noted to present a problem as there is a meeting of The Shrieval Council – EC will contact all to rearrange.

Chairman closed the meeting.

E.R.C.
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